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accounted for in resources; however, only limited in-kind

benefit information is available in the Consumer Expenditure
Survey (CE) Interview component, the data source upon which
the thresholds are based. For example, the CE collects
information on food expenditures that implicitly include the
cash value of benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) but no information on other food
programs. This study introduces a new method, the CPS
Program Participation Method, of imputing benefits for the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the Women,
Infants, and Children program (WIC). In this study, data from
the Current Population Survey (CPS), the data source upon
which the SPM resource measure is based, are used to model
the participation of CE households in the NSLP and WIC using
the CPS Program Participation Method. These CPSbased
participation rates for NSLP and WIC are then used along with
U. S. Department of Agriculture information to...
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