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taken from the fleet. But the almost inextricable confusion at Tampa, and the receipt of a false report that two
Spanish cruisers and a torpedo-boat destroyer had been seen in the Nicolas Channel, delayed the departure of
the Fifth Corps for about two weeks. Finally, on June 14, the expedition, convoyed by the Indiana and several
smaller ships, set sail for Santiago de Cuba. It is not the intention at this time to describe in detail the sailing and
disembarkation of General Shafter s army; that is reserved for another chapter. But it may be remarked here
that this army arrived at Santiago on June 20, and in conjunction with the navy was then ready to strike the
blows which were to decide the fate of Cuba and end the war. The delay at Tampa was but the lull before the
storm. comments No sooner had the naval authorities of Spain received positive information of Admiral Dewey
s victory in the Philippines, than they felt the need of having a strong naval force in home waters. Accordingly,
the despatch of May 12 authorizing Cervera s return was sent; and so anxious were they that this despatch
should reach...
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