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The nineteenth century was notable for the achievements of
the engineer, and there is little doubt that the men responsible
for this pioneer work were engineers in the broadest sense of
the word. They were engineers in their ability to manipulate the
forces and materials of nature; but they were also far-sighted
and level-headed men of affairs in their appreciation of the
economic value of their work, and in the management of their
projects. These men, by their genius and enterprise, and by
their hard common sense and solid achievement, forced the
world to recognize the engineer as destined to play a leading
part in the future. Public attention became focussed on the
engineer, and numbers of men were attracted to the
profession, either through natural inclination or through hope
of profit. But as was to be expected, a large percentage of
these men were imperfectly educated, and possessed only a
specialized talent in certain directions, without any of the
broadminded comprehensive spirit of the pioneers....
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