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Enormous Parish Rates The importance of the subject to the inhabitants of the town of Manchester, which an
enquiry into the conduct of its officers involved, might have been deemed sufficient to preclude the necessity of
any prefatory observations; but as it may appear rather extraordinary, that an individual should obtrude
himself, as | have done, upon the public attention, it may not be altogether improper to state, that had |
experienced that liberality candour and love justice, which is so much the favourite topic of some men s
professions, and so little the subject of their actions and proceedings, this publication would not have made its
appearance. It was with a view to disclose to the inhabitants a scene of abuse, artifice and peculation practised
in the township, that | first excited this investigation; and though many obstacles have been thrown in my way,
by those who should have countenanced the proceeding, yet they have not deterred me from prosecuting my
original design. The information conveyed in the following pages, was intended to have been submitted to the
consideration of the public, through the medium of town s meeting; therefore, if any apology be necessary for
the mode in which it is now brought forward, it is due from those gentlemen who so unaccountably obstructed
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