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REPORT xv The President asked the Panel to use the best available scientific research to advise on
improvements in the mathematics education of the nations children. Our consistent respect for sound research
has been the main factor enabling the Panels joint conclusions on so many matters, despite differences of
perspective and philosophy. At the same time, we found no research or insufficient research relating to a great
many matters of concern in educational policy and practice. In those areas, the Panel has been very limited in
what it can report. The Panel lays out many concrete steps that can be taken now toward significantly
improved mathematics education, but it also views them only as a best start in a long process. This journey, like
that of the post-Sputnik era, will require a commitment to learning as we go along. The nation should
recognize that there is much more to discover about how to achieve better results. Models of continuous
improvement have proven themselves in many other areas, and they can work again for America in
mathematics education. The National Mathematics Advisory Panel The President established the Panel via
Executive Order 13398 ( Appendix A ), in which he also assigned responsibility to the U. S. Secretary of Education
for appointment of members and for oversight of the Panel. While the presidential charge contains many
explicit elements, there is a clear emphasis on the preparation of students for entry into, and success in,
Algebra. Over a period of 20 months, the Panel received public...
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