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Resolution, the last to be adopted, was made the leading watch-word in an excited and heated political
canvass, and it went forth as a vital principle in an ad cajUandum creed, to still further heat and excite the
popular mind, and poison and alienate the popular feelings of the North against the Constitutional rights and
the domestic institutions of the South. That Resolution declares, that all men are created equal, and arc
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. And what rights are these, which this Resolution contends for? The Northern Republicans surely do
not mean that they themselves do not already possess and enjoy the rights of liberty and the pursuit of
happiness? For whom, then, do they demand these rights? The whole spirit of their platform, outside of the
ordinary questions of political economy, relates solely to the j>rotcction of Southern servants against all control
as property; and there is no meaning and no application in the Resolution, unless the Convention meant to say
that the Southern bondman was created equal to his Southern master, and HAD AN INALIENABLE RIGHT TO II1S
LIBERTY AND HIS FREEDOM. This, at least, is the construction which the South placed upon the Resolution, and
the North has never denied the correctness of that interpretation. Thus for month after month, has the South
felt, and grieved in the heart under the painful convietion, that this noble aphorism, which inspired our
Revolutionary fathers to assert their rights and to fight for them against the oppressions and tyranny of...
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